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WAROONA–YARLOOP BUSHFIRES — FERGUSON REPORT 
392. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. Considering that the report is referred to on the front page of today’s newspaper, 
I ask again: will the government be establishing a rural fire service; and why has it taken three and a half years to 
issue a tender to put global positioning system equipment into firefighting vehicles? 
Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
This government’s record of providing equipment and support for firefighting services is outstanding. The reality 
is that we have a drying climate, and more people are establishing residences in fire-prone areas, in the fringe of 
the metropolitan area and in the south west. We have had fires at Toodyay, at Margaret River, in the Perth hills 
and at Esperance. We are facing a very serious issue that is, unfortunately, getting more serious. If the opposition 
wants detailed information on what the government has done to protect and better equip firefighters, it should ask 
the Minister for Emergency Services, who will be able to detail that. It is very extensive. 
Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen, I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Cabinet was briefed on the report yesterday. 
Mrs M.H. Roberts: Why has it taken you two months? 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: We have not had the report for that long. The government is treating this issue seriously, as 
it deserves to be treated. The government has made no decisions other than about the timetable for the release of 
the report, which will be done properly. When I visited the fire area just after the fire, I made a commitment that 
once the fire was properly investigated, which has now been done, the first public presentation of the report would 
be in the fire-prone area. I will be going to that area with the member for Murray–Wellington, and Euan Ferguson 
will present his report to a public meeting in Harvey on Thursday. That is the courteous and appropriate thing to 
do. 
Mr M. McGowan: You leaked the report to the media. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: The report was not leaked. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: It was not. Obviously, a lot of people have had input into this report, and as with any major 
report such as this, many people have a level of knowledge about its content. The report was not leaked. I made 
some very public comments yesterday about the timing of the report, and I foreshadowed not the detail, but the 
type of issues discussed in the report, because there is a level of public interest in them. The report will be released 
on Thursday, in full, and the Leader of the Opposition can comment on it if he likes, and we will give the courtesy 
to the people affected by that fire by presenting the report to them directly on Thursday morning. 
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